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ABSTRACT. This descriptive-correlational study used a sample of 100 students chosen through
purposive selection to assess the English proficiency levels of college students at Sulu State
University for the Academic Year 2025-2026. Weighted mean, standard deviation, one-way
ANOVA, t-tests for independent samples, and Pearson's r were among the statistical techniques
used in the investigation. Important conclusions include: 1) According to the respondents'
demographic profile, the majority are female, between the ages of 21 and 31, have parents who
only completed elementary school, and make an average of 10,000 pesos or less per month. 2) It
was discovered that college students had a high level of overall English language competency.
According to the study, a number of elements, including environmental influences, educational
experiences, and individual motivation, are important in determining how well kids speak English.
Students' proficiency levels are significantly influenced by factors like motivation, cognitive
abilities, and emotional aspects like anxiety and self-confidence.3) However, factors like gender,
age, parental education, and family income did not significantly mediate how students assessed
their English proficiency levels. 4) The study found a significant relationship between students'
competence in comparison to peers, the degree of influencing factors, and the significance of these
elements with regard to English proficiency.5) The results also support Krashen's Second
Language Acquisition (SLA) Theory (1982), with a focus on the Affective Filter Hypothesis,
which holds that learners' emotions, including motivation and anxiety, can have a major impact on
language acquisition. In conclusion, this study highlights the significance of diverse influences on
English language proficiency among the college population while aligning with established
language acquisition theories. The Input Hypothesis was also highlighted, indicating that language
exposure slightly exceeding the student's current ability is crucial for effective learning.
KEYWORDS': English Proficiency, New Language, Importance of Exposure, Comprehensible
English, Influences
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INTRODUCTION
In an era propelled by globalization, proficiency in the English language stands as a
cornerstone for academic excellence, professional growth, and socio-cultural integration. English
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proficiency is especially important at Sulu State University's dynamic educational environment
since it gives students access to a variety of possibilities and paths to success in a world that is
becoming more interconnected by the day. This concept is consistent with Chavez, Adalia, and
Alberto's (2023) findings that the English language might influence children's ambitions and zeal.
The main indicators of parents' motivation to teach their children English were competency,
application, reputation, and optimism.Listening comprehension, oral communication, reading
comprehension, and written expression are just a few of the skills that make up English
proficiency, a complicated and multidimensional concept that is crucial for academic success,
particularly for students in higher education institutions where English is the primary language of
instruction (Jo, 2021).

Numerous factors, from linguistic competency and cognitive talents to socioeconomic
background and educational experiences, have an impact on learning English as a second or
foreign language (Ahsan et al., 2020). Effective English communication goes beyond simple
language proficiency; it fosters intellectual growth, provides access to a wide range of scholarly
materials, and serves as a conduit for worldwide communication and cooperation. English
proficiency emerged as a critical success factor at Sulu State University, where a diverse student
body sought to succeed academically and professionally.

Despite acknowledging the importance of English proficiency, Sulu State University students
continued to face obstacles in reaching the highest level of language proficiency. The complexities
of learning and mastering English in a particular school setting require a thorough investigation of
the many variables affecting language competency and acquisition. These factors combined to
influence a person's capacity to interact with others from different cultures, handle academic
pressures, and communicate in English. This concept is consistent with Chavez's (2022) study.
These narratives are collaborative materials that schools can take into account when creating the
English Language Teaching Curriculum. The difficulties encountered by students from a variety
of linguistic and cultural backgrounds underscore the necessity of comprehending the factors
influencing English language acquisition and creating focused interventions to support their
academic success (Gardiana et al., 2023).

Proficiency in the English language was essential for success in both the workplace and higher
education. However, reaching high proficiency levels can be difficult, especially for students who
have little exposure to the English language or come from non-English speaking homes. It is
crucial to comprehend the variables that affected university students' English proficiency levels in
order to enhance language learning initiatives and assist this demographic's accomplishment in
both their academic and professional endeavors.Self-assurance is directly related to the capacity
to express ideas and feelings, which is frequently impeded by communication difficulties; people
who are more confident in themselves typically speak English more fluently (Bakhtiar & Suwandi,
2022). It was unclear how the many cultural origins of Sulu State University's student body might
be affecting their English skills. In order to comprehend how these factors might be influencing
language learning outcomes and to offer suggestions for how these factors might be addressed in
language learning programs, this study sought to identify the factors influencing the level of
English proficiency among university students at Sulu State University.

The results of this study have the potential to influence Sulu State University's language
learning policies and procedures as well as offer advice to teachers and students on how to best
assist the growth of English proficiency. Furthermore, this study may advance our knowledge of
the variables affecting language acquisition and proficiency in general, which may have
consequences for language learning in other settings.
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LITERATURE

A solid basis based on accepted theories, empirical research, and academic insights is
necessary for the investigation of the variables influencing students' English proficiency. Using
both traditional theories and current research findings, this chapter provides a thorough analysis of
the literature on English language competency.

This review attempts to clarify the current level of knowledge in the subject, highlight
prevailing themes and gaps, and place the current study within the larger academic debate by
combining various views, approaches, and empirical data. According to a study by Entong, Garil,
Muarip, and Chavez (2024), speakers who have deep emotional links are better at explaining
complex ideas and creating a welcoming, supportive environment in the classroom. This link
enhances learning because pupils are more likely to remember and process knowledge related to
emotional reactions. People can retain knowledge for a long time through body language, tone of
voice, facial expressions, storytelling, humor, and personal narratives. The examined literature
includes a variety of sources, such as foundational books, current scholarly articles, and studies
that are pertinent to the area.

English proficiency is still a crucial factor in determining success in the global academic
environment, especially for students from non-English-speaking nations. The learning and mastery
of English are influenced by a variety of interconnected factors, including psychological and
emotional components as well as socioeconomic, environmental, and institutional impacts,
according to international literature.

A study by Lam Ky Nhan (2024) assessed the English speaking skills of English majors at a
Vietnamese university, identifying four main factors influencing proficiency: language anxiety,
exposure to English beyond the classroom, self-confidence, and motivation. These factors affect
not only verbal communication but also overall language proficiency. Supporting this, research by
Ceneciro, Estoque, and Chavez (2023) indicated that participation in competitive debates can
alleviate public speaking anxiety and highlight areas for grammatical and vocabulary
improvement. Nhan emphasized the importance of engaging language exercises and a low-stress
classroom environment in enhancing student performance. These findings are particularly relevant
to the context at Sulu State University in the Philippines, where students may experience anxiety
from cultural and linguistic challenges. A broader review by Tayyab, Imran, and Arif (2023)
identified additional environmental factors, such as limited access to learning resources and
emotional barriers, which significantly affect English speaking abilities in EFL contexts. The study
underscores the need for institutional support and resource accessibility in addressing the systemic
challenges faced by students in underfunded or rural educational settings like Sulu State
University.

According to Maramag-Manalastas and Batang's (2024) study on cognitive processing issues
among Isabela State University students, 68% of them had trouble understanding grammar and
remembering terminology, which hindered the growth of their English competence. Additionally,
their study revealed that worry and low self-esteem were significant obstacles to successful
language learning (Maramag-Manalastas & Batang, 2024).

Numerous studies show that psychological factors have a significant impact on pupils' English
competence. For instance, low language use and poor performance have been repeatedly linked to
language anxiety. According to a study by Yusop, Gatchalian, and Ruiz (2022), pupils who felt
more nervous when speaking English did much worse than those who felt more confident. This
theory is consistent with the findings of Adelia, Chavez, et al. (2025), who found that students
unintentionally adopted grammatical structures and language patterns by watching social media

3



Journal of Education and Academic Settings STRATWORKS
(2026) Volume 3 Issue 1 W RESEARCH

interactions and influencers, prioritizing tone and clarity over rigorous grammar rules. The
researchers also highlighted the importance of peer interaction and the classroom environment in
controlling anxiety levels.

When taken as a whole, these international studies highlight how complex English proficiency
is. They agree that learners' performance is significantly shaped by psychological characteristics
like anxiety and confidence, contextual factors like classroom assistance and exposure to English,
and socioeconomic factors like family income and parental education. This concept is consistent
with Chavez's (2020) results that the respondents' health insecurities comprised anxiety, fear,
despair, and borderline anxiety. They used open communication with others as one of their
adaptive techniques. The present study's focus on both internal (motivation, self-confidence) and
external (demographic profile, classroom environment) elements is justified by these findings,
which also provide strong theoretical and empirical support.

This study adds to a more complex understanding of English competence by analyzing how
these global findings relate to Sulu State University's local educational environment. It emphasizes
how crucial it is to implement context-specific treatments and policies that are based on both
regional realities and global best practices.

METHODS
1. Research Design

A quantitative descriptive-correlational research design was used in this
investigation. While the correlational component establishes the connections and distinctions
between demographic variables (such as gender, age, parents' educational attainment, and monthly
income) and English proficiency indicators, the descriptive component identifies and characterizes
the respondents' demographic traits and degree of English proficiency. This architecture is suitable
because it makes it possible to use statistical techniques to analyze patterns, trends, and possible
correlations among measured variables.

2. Research Locale

The study was carried out at Sulu State University, a public university in Jolo, Sulu,
Philippines. The university is a good place to study the elements that affect English competence
in a multicultural learning environment since it serves a varied student body from a range of
socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds.

3. Participants of the Study

The study's respondents were chosen from among Sulu State University's enrolled
students for the 2024-2025 academic year. These students represent a wide range of academic
backgrounds and disciplines and come from different universities within the institution. Students
enrolled in general education courses that require English communication skills were the main
focus of the admission criterion.

4. Sampling Procedure

In order to guarantee that the sample fairly represents various subgroups within the
student population, such as age, gender, year level, and academic program, this study employed a
non-probability sampling strategy using a purposive sampling technique. Following demographic
stratification, university students were purposefully selected as responders to guarantee
proportionate representation, irrespective of year level.
5. Research Instrument

A structured survey questionnaire that was modified from Islam & Stapa (2021) was
used in this study to collect data on respondents' demographics, English proficiency levels, and
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perceived factors influencing language acquisition. Three sections made up the questionnaire:
Part T concentrated on the demographic profile, which included monthly income, parental
educational achievement, age, and gender. Three subcategories were used in Part II to evaluate
English proficiency: Perceived Level of Proficiency Compared to Other Students (10 items),
Importance of Factors Related to English Proficiency (15 items), and Extent of Influencing
Factors (20 items). A five-point Likert scale, ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly
agree), was used to score each item in Parts II and II1.The Beliefs About Language Learning
Inventory (BALLI) by Horwitz (1985) and earlier research by Islam & Stapa (2021) and Tang
(2022), which focused on self-perceived proficiency and influential factors like motivation,
exposure, and instructional quality, served as the basis for the items.
6. Data Gathering Procedure
The Research Ethics Committee and the University President received a letter granting
permission to carry out the study. Depending on the accessibility of the students, survey
questionnaires were either provided manually or digitally. The responses were gathered, verified
for accuracy, and coded. Data was exclusively utilized for scholarly purposes, and respondent
identities were kept private.
7. Ethical Considerations

The ethical guidelines for research involving human subjects were followed in this work.
All respondents gave their informed consent prior to data collection, and participation was entirely
voluntary. The research's goals, methods, possible hazards, and advantages were all explained in
detail. Participants' identities were secured, and personal information was either withheld or
encoded to guarantee confidentiality and anonymity. All of the data gathered was only utilized for
thesis-related academic objectives. The researcher made sure there would be no psychological,
emotional, or physical harm, and the study tool was thoroughly examined to make sure there was
no objectionable or intrusive material. Prior to data collection, the project was approved by Sulu
State University's Research Ethics Committee and adhered to its ethical norms.
RESULTS
1. What is the level of the Language proficiency of the University Students of Sulu State
University in terms of: 1.1 Extent of factors that influence the level of English proficiency;
1.2 Importance of factors in relation to English proficiency; and 1.3 Level of English
proficiency when compared to other students?
Table 1.1 In the context of Extent of factors that influence the level of English proficiency

Factors that influence the level of English proficiency | Mean S.D. Rating

1 I am studying English to be more at ease with people who speak English 4.0400  .54901 Agree

To learn English, 1t. 1s'1mportant for students to look for the definition of every 41700 60394  Agree
new word from a dictionary.

3 Ttis important for a student to monitor their own learning in English. 4.1400 .60336 Agree
4 Children learn a foreign language more easily than adults. 4.1100  .58422 Agree
5 Tolearn 'Enghsh, it is important to have an opportunity to express opinions in 42000 58603 Agree
my English classes.
6  The most important part of learning English is learning vocabulary words. 4.1500 .57516  Agree
7 1am studying English to make myself a more knowledgeable person. 4.1700 .56951 Agree
8  Some languages are easier to learn than others. 4.1400  .55085 Agree
9 To learn' English, it is important to practice conversation with other students 41600 56354  Agree
several times.
10 T am studying English to get a good job. 4.1800 .62571 Agree
11 The most important part of learning English is mastering the grammar. 4.1800 .62571 Agree
12 Ttis important to speak English with excellent pronunciation. 4.1900 .66203 Agree
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13 Tam studying English to gain the respect of other people. 4.2900 .70058  Agree
14 ﬂ fles important to know how the English I have learned can be used in everyday 42600 67600  Agree
15 To learn English, it is important to have a supportive teacher of English. 4.3200 .63373  Agree
16 It is best to learn English in an English-speaking country. 4.2900  .64031 Agree
17 It is important to have a classmate who is interested in learning English. 4.2900 .62434  Agree
18 To learn English, it is important to work in the whole class. 4.2700  .61718  Agree
19 To leam English, it is acceptable for students to attempt a word they don't know 42000 62893 Agree
in English.
20 To most people in my country, it is important to be able to speak English. 4.2200  .62893 Agree
Total Weighted Mean | 41995 33216  Agree

Legend: (5) 4.50-5.0=Strongly Agree (SA); (4) 3.50 — 4.49=Agree (A); (3) 2.50 — 3.49=Neutral (N); (2) 1.50 —
2.49=Disagree (D); (1) 1.00 — 1.49=Strongly Disagree (SD)

Table 1.1, students at Sulu State University reported a total weighted mean score of 4.1995
regarding factors influencing their English proficiency, classified as "Agree." Personal,
environmental, and educational elements are important influences, with motivators like language
exposure, cognitive abilities, and emotional factors like anxiety and self-confidence. Students
stressed the need of studying English for social ease, using dictionaries, keeping an eye on their
own learning, expanding their vocabulary, and engaging in peer conversations. These results
highlight the variety of factors influencing university students' acquisition of the English language.
Table 1.2 In the context of Importance of factors in relation to English proficiency

Importance of factors in relation to English proficiency Mean S.D. Rating
1 To learn English, it is important to watch TV programs in English outside the 41200 64008  Agree
classroom.
2 To clarify a problem with English, it is important to search for information 41500 59246  Agree
from several resources.
3 To learn English, it is important to use real-life activities in the classroom. 4.1700  .55149  Agree
4 I' am studying English to better understand and appreciate American arts and 39900 55949  Agree
literature.
5 People who are good at mathematics or sciences are not good at learning 40000 55048  Agree
foreign languages.
6 It is easier to read and write English than to speak and understand it. 4.0900 55222  Agree
7 g“r(l)elseezi;n English, it is important to repeat words and phrases several times by 41500 60927  Agree
8 }(tnls vimportant to learn new concepts by relating them to things that I already 42200 59595 Agree
9 To learn English, it is important that students have good communication with

their teachers of English. 4.2100 .60794  Agree

10 I am studying English to participate more freely in the activities of other

42500 .55732  Agree
cultural groups.

11 To learn English, it is acceptable for students to attempt a word they don't

know in English. 4.1900 .63078  Agree

12 Itis important for my teachers to know what classroom activities work best to

help me learn listening, speaking. reading, and writing in English. 4.1500 68718 Agree

13 To learn English, it is important to read printed materials in English outside

the classroom. 4.2000 .69631 Agree

14 To learn English, it is important to have a skillful teacher. 4.3000 .61134  Agree
15 To learn English, it is important to work individually with a teacher. 4.3200 .60101 Agree
Total Weighted Mean | 4.1673  .36521 Agree

Legend: (5) 4.50-5.0=Strongly Agree (SA); (4) 3.50 — 4.49=Agree (A); (3) 2.50 — 3.49=Neutral (N); (2) 1.50 —
2.49=Disagree (D); (1) 1.00 — 1.49=Strongly Disagree (SD)
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Table 1.2 reflects Sulu State University students' English proficiency levels; a weighted mean
score of 4.1673 indicates broad agreement among respondents. The following factors have been
found to have a significant impact on English proficiency: exposure to English-speaking contexts,
teaching strategies, self-motivation, and confidence. The importance of watching English-
language television, using a variety of resources, practicing the language in real-world situations,
appreciating American literature and art, opinions about math and science students' language
proficiency, and the difficulties of speaking and comprehending as opposed to reading and writing
were all highlighted by the students. It was also considered crucial to practice words and sentences
on one's own.

Table 1.3 In the context of Level of English proficiency when compared to other students

Importance of factors in relation to English proficiency | Mean S.D. Rating

1 It is important to practice English with native English speakers. 4.0707  .55792 Agree

The most important part of learning English is learning how to translate from 40700 55514 Agree
my native language.

3 To learn English, it is important for my native language to have similar

grammar to English. 4.0900 .63715 Agree

4 I am studying English to gain the respect of other people. 4.1700  .63652 Agree

5 A non-native Enghgh speaker who speaks English fluently has a better 42100 60794 Agree
opportunity to get a job.

6 To learn English, it is important for my native language to have similar

pronunciation to English. 4.2200 64479 Agree

7 To learn English, it is important to have a native English speaker as a friend

to converse with outside the classroom. 4.1900 66203 Agree

8 To learn English, it is important for the writing system of my native language

to be similar to English. 418006416 Agree

9 To learn English, it is important for one's native language to be similar to

English. 4.2400  .60503 Agree

10 gr(z) 1llepasrn English, it is important to work with other students in pairs or small 41800 64165 Agree

Total Weighted Mean | 4.1623  .47679 Agree

Legend: (5) 4.50-5.0=Strongly Agree (SA); (4) 3.50 — 4.49=Agree (A); (3) 2.50 — 3.49=Neutral (N); (2) 1.50 —
2.49=Disagree (D); (1) 1.00 — 1.49=Strongly Disagree (SD)

Table 1.3 describes Sulu State University students' levels of English proficiency, with a total
weighted mean score of 4.1623 and a standard deviation of 0.47679, classified as "Agree." The
data shows that students recognize substantial gaps in vocabulary, grammar, and reading
comprehension when compared to native speakers. Fluency and structured writing difficulties are
also mentioned. The significance of practicing with native speakers, translation abilities, and
grammatical parallels between English and their original tongue were highlighted by the
respondents. Additionally, it was thought to improve their learning to have a companion who
speaks English as their first language for conversational practice outside of the classroom.

2.Is there a significant difference in the level of English proficiency of the University students
of Sulu State University when data are grouped according to: 2.1Gender; 2.2 Age; 2.3
Parent’s educational attainment; and 3.4 Parent’s monthly income?

Table 2.1 According to Gender

VARIABLES Mean

Grouping| Mean S.D. Difference ¢ Sig. Description
Extent of factors that influence the Male  4.2030 .33376 o
level of English proficiency .00527  .074 941  Not Significant

Female 4.1978 .33387
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Importance of factors in relation to Male 4.1576 .37706

English proficiency Female 41721 36203 -.01456  -.187 .852  Not Significant

Level of English proficiency when Male 4.1343 .53343

-.04178 -410  .683  Not Significant
compared to other students Female 4.1761 44995 g

*Significant at alpha 0.05
Table 2.1 provides a gender-specific comparison of Sulu State University's English proficiency
levels. At an alpha level of.05, the mean performance disparities between male and female students
are not statistically significant. This suggests that gender does not confer any benefit in these
assessments, as both genders evaluate their English proficiency levels identically. As a result,
student evaluations of their English skill are not significantly influenced by the gender variable.
Therefore, the hypothesis that "There is no significant difference in the level of English proficiency
of the University students of Sulu State University when the data are grouped according to the
demographic profile of the respondents in terms of gender" is deemed acceptable.

Table 2.2 According to Age

SOURCES OF VARIATION Sum of Mean
Squares df Square F Sig. Description
Extent of factors that influence the level Between Groups 014 1 014 122 728
i i Not
of English proficiency Within Groups  10.909 98 111 e
Significant
Total 10.922 99
Importance of factors in relation to Between Groups 237 1 237 1.795 .183
English proficiency Within Groups _ 12.067 98 132 | Not
Significant
Total 13.204 99
Level of English proficiency when Between Groups 012 1 .012 .052 .819
Not
compared to other students Within Groups 22494 98 .230 . .0
Significant
Total 22.506 99
*Significant alpha .05

Table 2.2 investigates the age-grouped English proficiency levels of Sulu State University
students. There are no significant differences at alpha.05, according to the F-ratios and P-values
for each subcategory. This result implies that students' evaluations of their English proficiency are
unaffected by age differences. In particular, when it comes to assessing English competence, older
students (31 years and older) do not significantly outperform younger groups (20 years and
younger, and 21-30 years old). Because age does not significantly mediate these assessments, the
premise that there are no significant disparities in respondents' English proficiency levels based on
age demographics is accepted.

Table 2.3 According to Parent’s Educational Attainment

SOURCES OF VARIATION Sum of Mean
Squares df Square F Sig.  Description
Extent of factors that influence Between Groups A82 4 121 1.097 .362
i i Not
the level of English proficiency ~y0 " o 10440 95 110 0
Significant
Total 10.922 99
Between Groups 183 4 .046 333 855
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Importance of factors in relation Within Groups 13.022 95 137 Not
to English proficiency Total 13204 99 Significant
Level of English proficiency Between Groups 211 4 .053 225 924

t
when compared  to other< L e 00 22204 95 235 Mo
students Significant

Total 22.506 99

*Significant alpha .05

Table 2.3 examines the relationship between the educational achievement of parents and the
English proficiency levels of Sulu State University students. Parental education has little effect on
pupils' self-evaluations of their English ability, according to F-ratios and P-values that show no
significant differences at the alpha.05 level. When compared to students whose parents have less
education, even those with doctorates do not exhibit an advantage. This supports the idea that
adolescents' judgments of their English competence are not much impacted by parental education.
Table 2.4 According to Parent’s Average Monthly Income

SOURCES OF VARIATION Sum of Mean
Squares df Square F Sig. Description
Extent of factors that influence the Between Groups .367 2 .183 1.684 191 Not
level of English proficiency — Significant
Within Groups 10.556 97 .109
Total 10.922 99
Importance of factors in relation Between Groups .445 2 .223 1.693 .189 Not
to English proficiency Within Groups 12.759 97 132 Significant
Total 13.204 99
Level of English proficiency when Between Groups .123 2 .061 .265 .767 Not
compared to other students Within Groups 22.383 97 531 Significant
Total 22.506 99
*Significant alpha .05

Table 2.4 F-ratios and P-values above the alpha threshold of.05 show that there are no significant
differences in the English proficiency levels of Sulu State University students based on their
parents' average monthly income. When it comes to evaluating their own English competence,
students from higher parental income levels do not have an edge over those from lower income
brackets. Therefore, it is believed that parental income has no bearing on the assessment of English
proficiency.

3. Is there a significant correlation among the sub-categories subsumed under the level of the
English proficiency of the University students of Sulu State University?

Variables |
Dependent Independent Pearson  Sig N Descriptio
r n
Importance of factors in relation to . .
Factors that influence the ~ English proficiency 660 000 100 High
level of English proficiency Level of English proficiency when 671 000 100 High
compared to other students
Importance of factors in . .
relation to English Level ‘of English proficiency when o) 59 19 High

. compared to other students
proficiency

*Correlation Coefficient is significant at alpha .05
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Correlation Coefficient Scales Adopted from Hopkins, Will (2002):
0.0-0.1=Nearly Zero; 0.1-0.30=Low; .3-0.5 0=Moderate; .5-0.7-0=High; .7-0.9= Very High; 0.9-1=Nearly Perfect
Table 3 reveals a strong relationship between the subcategories influencing English proficiency at
Sulu State University. At an alpha level of.05, the Pearson Correlation Coefficients demonstrate
strong positive correlations between: 1) the importance of factors influencing proficiency; 2) these
factors and students' proficiency levels in comparison to peers; and 3) the significance of factors
and proficiency levels in relation to peers. The hypothesis of no significant association is rejected
since this suggests that students who prioritize particular influencing factors tend to rate their
proficiency levels similarly.
DISCUSSION
1.) On the level of the Language proficiency of the University Students of Sulu State University
At Sulu State University, personal, environmental, and educational factors are all
considered to have a significant impact on English competence. Motivation, linguistic exposure,
cognitive capacity, and affective characteristics like fear and self-confidence have all been
recognized as important drivers. According to a study by Zhao, Hassan, and Burhanuddin (2024),
the mesosystem stresses the function of digital learning tools, whilst the microsystem level
focuses on the connections between teachers, families, and students. The ecosystem level deals
with more general factors like mass media and socioeconomic position. Furthermore, Nhan, K.L.
(2024) addresses speaking proficiency issues among English majors at a Vietnamese university,
advocating for improved language teaching methods and encouraging learning settings to boost
speaking abilities.

2.) On the Differences in the level of English proficiency of the University students of Sulu State
University

Based on a variety of demographic factors, there is no discernible variation in the degree of
English competence among Sulu State University students. This result applies to parents' average
monthly income, age, gender, and level of education. The constant results across these categories
imply that the university students' English proficiency levels are unaffected by these
demographic characteristics.

3.) On the Correlation among the sub-categories subsumed under the level of English proficiency
of the University Students of Sulu State University
The several subcategories pertaining to students' English proficiency levels at Sulu State
University are strongly positively correlated. The student respondents who gave the elements
affecting their English proficiency a "High Extent" or "Agree" rating are probably the same
people who assessed the significance of these factors and their own degree of English proficiency
in a similar way. This implies that the group has a consistent assessment pattern concerning the
impact of specific elements as well as their proficiency levels in relation to their peers.
CONCLUSION
This study looks at Sulu State University students' English language competency and
finds that the student body is fairly represented in terms of gender, age, parental educational
background, and economic levels. The results show that pupils have a high average level of
English proficiency, which they attribute to a combination of educational, environmental, and
personal factors. Interestingly, factors like gender, age, parental education, and income do not
significantly mediate how students perceive their English proficiency. Key drivers include
motivation, exposure to language, cognitive abilities, and emotional aspects like self-confidence
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and anxiety, all of which play significant roles in the development of language skills.According
to Krashen's Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Theory, the study supports the affective filter
hypothesis, which holds that emotions like motivation and anxiety have a significant impact on
language acquisition. It also shows a strong correlation between the degree of influential factors,
the significance of these factors regarding English proficiency, and comparisons of proficiency
levels among students. Learners may become less proficient in English if they are anxious or
unmotivated. The input hypothesis, which emphasizes the significance of meaningful and
understandable exposure to the language, is also mentioned. It claims that students gain the most
from language exposure that pushes them just over their current proficiency level.
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